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Literature adds to reality, it does not simply describe it.  It enriches the necessary competencies that daily life requires and provides, and in this respect, it irrigates the deserts that our lives have already become. 
C.S. Lewis

HEADNOTE
Every year the Canadian Association of Chairs of English (of which I am Secretary-Treasurer) meets on the day before the Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences.  I always look forward to this event, as it is an opportunity for heads and chairs to discuss matters of mutual concern, such as personnel issues, hiring practices and trends, curriculum, university politics, and performance review.  As valuable as the information from the panel discussions was to me, I thought it would also be useful to faculty and students in general.
This year we assembled at York University on Toronto on May 26.  On the agenda were sessions on “The Life of the Head/Chair,”  “Unit Reviews,” and “The Preparation of Graduate Students.”   In the first session we heard from heads/chairs from a variety of institutions, including a college, a small university, a medium-sized university, and a huge university.  Some English departments provide only service and ESL classes to two-year programs, while another has over 2500 majors and 63 tenure-track faculty in a university of 70,000 students.  One Chair has a secretarial staff of 9, while another has no secretarial staff and no departmental office--just a filing cabinet.  All agreed that the relationship between the chair/head and the Dean is crucial, but it was also pointed out that the chair/head’s authority comes as much from below (from the department faculty) as from above.  There were several wry comments regarding the actual power possessed by a chair/head; one speaker remarked that in theory he had absolute power, which he could probably exercise in defiance of the will of the department—once.
The session on Unit Reviews dealt mainly with the details of executing them.  There was general agreement that Unit Reviews are useful exercises for getting department members to think about medium and long term plans, and for getting outside advice.  Few if any at the meeting could recall instances in which a unit review resulted in an increase of resources from the central administration.
Perhaps the most useful session involved presentations from guest speakers on the preparation of graduate students for the job market.  Our presenters were Sidonie Smith, the Chair of the English Department at the University of Michigan, and Paul Stevens, a Canada Research Chair and departmental ‘placement officer’ at the University of Toronto.  Clearly, there is a high degree of professionalization now given to Ph.D. students in larger departments, including classes in turning thesis chapters and term essays into conference papers and journal articles, mock interviews and job talks, and courses in pedagogy.  It was emphasized that in both preparing for publication and in interviewing for a job, graduate students must be able to locate their work in the context of scholarly debate and show where they are taking the discussion.  There was also some interesting comment on effective/ineffective letters of reference, along with a suggestion that faculty members could use some training in or at least discussion of ways of composing helpful references.  Finally, the two speakers presented some interesting statistics about success in placement of graduates in tenure-track positions, with similar result from the two presenting institutions: 50% of Michigan English Ph.D.s get tenure-track appointments within a year of graduation and 70% within three years; the corresponding figures for Toronto were 40% and 70%.  
The results of the CACE/ACCUTE Hiring Survey for all programs in Canada were presented at the Business Meeting.  Highlights included the following:  There were 65 tenure-track English positions advertised in Canadian universities, of which 52 were filled; by gender these positions were filled 50% by men and 50% by women; and 75% of these positions were filled by Canadians. 

Cameron Louis, Department Head
ENGLISH IDOL!
The 2nd  Annual English Idol competition was held March 31 in the Ad-Hum 3rd Floor Lounge.  The gifted interpreters who survived the stiff competition in the early round for a place in the finals faced the “helpful” and “nurturing” commentary of our peerless panel of pedantic pedagogues:  Troni (Paul Abdul) Grande, Gerry (But your name is Hill?) Hill, Natalie (Gimme some love) Meisner, and, of course, the irreplaceable (also incorrigible and indefensible) Nicholas Ruddick.  Though the battle was hard-fought and all contestants made a superb showing – let’s hear it for interpretive dance! – the winner, succeeding Chris Taylor, the 2005 English Idol, as holder of the coveted “Golden Bowl,” was  Megan Stecyk.  Finalists included Cavan Cunningham, Chris Taylor, Natalie Thompson, and Ben Barootes. 
THE PEN AND INK BALL

The English Students’ Association and English Graduate Students’ Association held a costume ball at the Conexus Arts Centre on March 18, 2006; following on the enormous success of the fall semester’s Masque of the Red Death, the Pen and Ink Ball featured a limerick contest (congratulations to Table Garry Sherbert), faculty spelling bee (winner: Troni Grande), and ballroom dancing demonstrations by the lightfooted Cameron Louis and Mary Blackstone.  In addition, the Writing Contest Award winners were announced: Dan Parr (Fiction Category, Undergraduate); Dominga Robinson (Poetry Category, Undergraduate); and Andrea Ulrich (Poetry Category, Graduate). 
TRIVIAL PURSUIT TOURNAMENT
On March 8, 2006, English Majors – and acolytes – met in the 3rd floor lounge under the leadership of He Who Errs Not, Nicholas Ruddick, for the team trivial pursuit tournament (Professor Ruddick retired from active competition several years ago at the urging of his colleagues, whose arguments were strengthened by lucid accounts of the damage that can be done to the human body by the judicious use of an unabridged Norton Anthology).  This year’s winner: Team Kathleen Wall.  
NEWS OF FACULTY 
Susan Johnston was honoured in May for her 10 years of service to the University. 

Natalie Meisner’s play, Lifelike Lüv, or, The Book of Beauty, played to sold-out audiences in Toronto during the February 2006 Rhubarb Festival. 
Ken Mitchell, Professor Emeritus, has been awarded the Saskatchewan Centennial Medal, which is awarded to individuals who have made substantial individual contributions to society or recognizes outstanding achievements.   In addition, he has recently published a history of jazz in Saskatchewan.  

Beverly Montague was honoured in May by the University for her 30 years of service to the University. 
Jeanne Shami has been awarded the Saskatchewan Centennial Medal, which is awarded to individuals who have made substantial individual contributions to society or recognizes outstanding achievements.  

Garry Sherbert and co-editors Annie Gérin and Sheila Petty (Film) launched their new book, Canadian Cultural Poesis: Essays on Canadian Culture (Wilfrid Laurier UP, 2006), with a talk at the Humanities Research Instittute, “The Making of Canadian Cultural Poesis” on March 23, 2006.  The book is the first Canadian cultural studies textbook for Canadian universities.   
Andy Stubbs was honoured in May for his 10 years of service to the University. 
Kathleen Wall was honoured in May for her 15 years of service to the University. 
GRADUATE STUDENT NEWS
Sabrina Cataldo gave a paper entitled “Apartheid and Insects: Allegorical Interpretations of Nadine Gordimer’s Short Stories” at the Interdisciplinary Positions Conference held at Luther College in March 2006. 

Cavan Cunningham has been awarded a Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research Scholarship for the summer semester.    In addition, he has received the Lloyd Person Scholarship for 2006.   He gave a paper entitled “Writing the Ethical Space in the Ecopoetry of Don McKay” at the Interdisciplinary Positions Conference in March, 2006, at Luther College.  
Kristine Douaud successfully defended her  M.A. thesis entitled “Gypsies, John Clare, and Folk Tradition,” supervised by William Howard, on May 1, 2006.  The External Examiner was Alison Hayford (Sociology/Social Studies). 

Lloyd Dubois successfully defended his M.A. thesis, “The Dilemma of Identity in the Novels of Thomas King,” on May 8, 2006; the supervisor was Bernard Selinger and the supervisor was Brent Galloway (Indian Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics, FNUC).  
Shawna Geissler presented two papers at the Putting Theory Into Practice: Transferring Creativity into Community Wisdom, an  Interdisciplinary Conference organized by the Graduate Students’ Association and held at the University of Regina April 7-8, 2006:  "Clara Reeve's The Old English Baron: The Novel Form of Eighteenth-Century Feminist Discourse" and  "Through the (Distorted) Looking Glass: Margery Kempe's Mimetic Construction as Medieval Holy Woman." In March of 2006, she presented “Through the Concave Looking Glass: Mimetic Construction of Holy Self in The Book of Margery Kempe” at Interdisciplinary Positions, a Luther College Student Conference; earlier, in December of 2005, she presented “The Flesh Made Word: Margery Kempe’s Experiential Feminine Christianity” at  Inner Sanctums, Outer Spaces, a conference held at the  Medieval and Early Modern Institute of the University of Alberta.  
Justine Gieni successfully defended her M.A. thesis, “Hysterical (R)evolution: The Creation of Embodied Language in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, Tori Amos’s Little Earthquakes, and Frances Driscoll’s The Rape Poems,” supervised by Kathleen Wall, on April 21, 2006; the external examiner was Christine Wiesenthal of the University of Alberta. 

Sarah van Houten has been awarded a Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research Scholarship for the summer semester. 
Anne James has been awarded a coveted Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada doctoral fellowship; she will be entering the University of Alberta in the fall as a Ph.D. candidate.  She defended her M.A. thesis, entitled “‘Like old rich Wardrops’: Donne’s Satires in the Eighteenth Century,” on March 10, 2006; the thesis was supervised by Jeanne Shami and the External Examiner was Dr. Kathleen James-Cavan of the University of Saskatchewan.  
Kathryn Maclennan has been awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada M.A. Scholarship.   This award will be topped up by an FGSR Enhancement Award valued at $4000.   

Deborah Manstan has received a Research Award for the summer semester from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research.  

Karl Persson and Megan Lipsky were married on Saturday, June 17, 2006, at St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church in Regina.  

Tara Seel successfully defended her M.A. thesis, supervised by Kathleen Wall, on January 20, 2006; the thesis is entitled “’Hastening Together to Perfect Felicity’: The Anti-Heroine’s Negotiation of Identity and Discovery of Agency in the Feminist Gothic” and the external examiner was Alison Hayford (Sociology/Social Studies). 
Amy Stevenson has been awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada M.A. Scholarship.   This award will be topped up by an FGSR Enhancement Award valued at $4000.   
Chris Taylor successfully defended his M.A. thesis, entitled “‘Inescapably Propaganda’: Upton Sinclair and the Structure of Didactic Fiction,” supervised by Nicholas Ruddick, on February 17th, 2006; the External Examiner was Dr. Terry Matheson of the University of Saskatchewan.  He plans to enter Carnegie Mellon University in the fall as a Ph.D. candidate.  
Andrea Ulrich has been awarded the 2006 HRI Student Essay Prize, valued at $500, for her paper "Approaching Reality in The Lord of the Rings," originally given at Tolkien 2005: The Ring Goes Ever On Conference, at Aston University, Birmingham, UK, in August of 2005.  Mrs Ulrich successfully defended her thesis, “Fantasy and Realism: Tolkien, the Eucatastrophe, and Fantastic Realism,” supervised by Susan Johnston, in April 2006.  The External Examiner was Dr. Kevin Whetter of Acadia University. Mrs. Ulrich has accepted a position at SaskWater through the government-sponsored GradWorks program.    In addition, she was one of the winners of the English Students’ Association / English Graduate Students’ Association creative writing contest; her poem, entitled “Looking for Promised Land,” is forthcoming in Wascana Review.  
UNDERGRADUATE NEWS
Ben Barootes (B.A. 2006) has been awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada M.A. Scholarship; he has accepted an offer from Acadia University in Nova Scotia, which includes an Acadia Graduate Award (pro-rated because of his SSHRC, the award is valued at $4000) and the Aaron Jenkins Perry Award for Medieval and Old English Studies, valued at $5630.  He plans to work on postlapsarianism in J.R.R. Tolkien with Dr. Kevin Whetter.  
Elaina Lawn has been accepted into the Master’s Program in Library Science at McGill University in Montreal. 
Laura Machin has been accepted into the Master’s of Divinity program at St. Andrew’s College, Saskatoon. 
ALUMNOTES
Brenda Beckman-Long (MA '93) has received a Canada Graduate Scholarship Doctoral Award from SSHRC to support her research on women's autobiography and self-representation in Carol Shields' novels.  She is working on a PhD in English at the University of Alberta.  She has also recently published the article "Female Subjectivity and Confession in Margaret Laurence's A Jest of God" in Tessera  37-38 (2005): 11-23.

Bridget Keating gave a paper entitled “’. . . my little savage, my brown-skinned whore’: Historical Denigration of Indigenous Women and the Construction of Indigenous Representation” at the Interdisciplinary Positions Conference held at Luther College in March of 2006. 
News to be included in the next issue of Inklings is due November 1, 2006.
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR NEWS TO:

Cindy MacKenzie, Editor
Cindy.MacKenzie@uregina.ca
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